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Life in Edwardian Tickhill 
 
Introduction 
 

Following the publication of Life in Late Victorian Tickhill, this Paper similarly has 
extracts from The Parish Magazines. Life in Edwardian Tickhill did not change 
radically from the previous decade with various activities continuing as before. The 
postponed Coronation celebrations, for example, were typical of the careful planning 
seen previously in Tickhill. However, the times were changing in several respects 
which are reflected in some of the themes selected for this Paper.    
 

Among the similarities with the previous decade was the distribution of soup and coal 
to poorer members of the community during the winter. This was undertaken by      
Mrs Curtis and her sister Miss Laughton, as acknowledged in the Magazines in April 
1904 (inclement weather during a long winter) and March 1906. The Clothing Club 
was active throughout Edwardian times with donors making it possible to pay bonuses 
to the Club’s members. The National Schools continued to receive praise in reports 
for the high standards attained, even in 1906 when “Owing to the insufficiency of 
staff, the teachers have been overburdened”. Sunday School trips, one going as far 
away as Whitby, and prize giving for Day and Sunday Schools were still annual high 
points, so too were the Flower Shows.  
 

Local people also maintained the tradition of fund raising for a very wide range of 
causes. Some of the fund raising ventures helped to repair the fabric of St Mary’s , 
one of the themes in this Paper. A considerable fund raising challenge came with 
plans to create a new Diocese centred on Sheffield. The November 1907 Magazine 
records that in six months, in the proposed area of the Diocese, £25,000 was raised, 
one half of the total sum needed. During 1908, donations from local parishioners were 
acknowledged, as Tickhill Parish aimed to raise £100. By June, 25 contributors had 
raised £86 12s. 6d. The £100 mark was passed by the following month.  
 

Various differences with late Victorian times also emerged in the following decade. 
One was activities specifically arranged for men. Whereas in the 1890s women could 
attend their own Mothers’ Meetings, little had been directed at men only, apart from 
some sporting and musical activities. During the Edwardian period, men only 
activities included concerts, talks on health and services. As the Vicar, the            
Revd. A. D. Alderson, wrote in 1909: ‘We have special services for children; 
mothers’ meetings for women; why should we not have a Service for Men? If women 
and children require special treatment, most certainly men do....’ The men’s services 
at St Mary’s lasted from November 1909 to the end of January 1910 when the Vicar 
had to go on sick leave, one of several absences during the decade as he tried to 
overcome stress-related ill health. 
 

Another difference was the amount of space the Magazines devoted to missionary 
work. In the 1890s the Parish was familiar with the work of the Zenana Missions in 
India. Further talks were given about their work in the 1900s in India and China too. 
Other reports of missionary work included that in Japan, Canada (see an account in 
the miscellany section) and New Zealand. The Great Missionary Exhibition in 
Sheffield in October 1901 gave local people an opportunity to see many artefacts 
brought back by missionaries and hear of their experiences. Missionary work at home 
was represented, for example, by the Church Army Mission and meetings of the Bible 
Society and Scripture Union, a branch of the latter starting in Tickhill in 1904.  
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The following themes included in this Paper show other differences. More efforts 
were made to provide health care, especially through the Sandbeck Nursing 
Association founded in 1902 by the Countess of Scarbrough. Subscriptions, set at 
rates according to the wealth of the contributors, enabled people to have the services 
of qualified nurses in their homes. The scheme lasted until 1910, when it was replaced 
by district nurses. Money, collected at Harvest Festival services, helped to fund 
Doncaster Infirmary, with local people having the possibility of using its in- and out- 
patient facilities. Several items in the Magazines dealt with smoking and drinking, 
temperance being strongly advocated.  
 
From 1906 to 1908 Tickhill felt the impact of the coming of the railways when more 
than 200 navvies lodged locally. The Magazines shed an interesting light on concerns 
for the spiritual welfare of these men who had their own ‘Missioner’, Mr Gasson. In a 
letter from him published in the Magazine in August 1908, Mr Gasson noted the 
navvies’ work would soon be completed. He quotes one navvy: “We’re the blokes 
that have to go rough that others may go smooth,” and as another put it: “ We walk in 
the mud that others may ride in the train.”  
 
More opportunities for entertainment opened up in Edwardian Tickhill. With the 
newly built Public Library in 1908 came the possibility of a more congenial space for 
seeing silent movies, ‘cinematograph entertainment’, which formed a New Year’s Eve 
treat for children and adults. Magic lantern shows still featured periodically. Along 
with New Year’s Eve social gatherings, came teas and entertainment for ‘old folks’. 
The talents of local people were not overlooked and some social gatherings, as before, 
enjoyed musical perfomances and recitations given by local residents.  
 
Considerable attention was given to cricket in the Magazines, in the early years of the 
decade, when Tickhill had some very good players. Fixture lists, batting and bowling 
averages and cricket suppers all featured. A clue as to why this should be so can be 
found in the 1902 batting averages, where the Revd. A. D. Alderson was joint sixth, 
playing in 13 innings and scoring a total of 134 runs. After the Vicar’s health 
deteriorated, much less space was devoted to cricket in the Magazines. As for other 
sporting activity, no mention was made of a bicycling club and there was only one 
reference to a football club, established in November 1902. 
 
The Magazines consisted of up to three pages attached to the front of the supplement 
Home Words for Heart and Hearth.  As in the previous decade, Mrs White, at 
Leahurst, collected the copies for binding each year, at the cost of 1/-. Although the 
front and back covers were not included in any of the bound volumes, a copy of a 
1907 Magazine has survived. It shows that the design of the front cover changed 
compared to the previous decade, as illustrated on page 21. In 1906 a successful 
appeal was made for funds to pay 11/- for a new [printing] block for the Magazines. 
Advertisements appeared as in the previous decade, an example being shown on   
page 22. A set of the Magazine accounts published in March 1909, showed annual 
payments were made for advertisements by the following businesses: Jarvis £1, 
Jenkinson £1, Thwaite £1, Bowman 6/8 and Jarvis 13/4. The Home Words 
supplements for 1908 cost £10 7s. 1d., while printing and carriage of the Magazines 
from Doncaster cost £11 14s. 4d. In this year, as in others, Magazine subscriptions 
amounted to 1/- per year, but did not quite cover the full costs of producing the 
Magazines. 
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The Coronation 

June 1902 
We are all of us looking forward to Thursday, the 26th  June. Our good King Edward, 
the seventh to bear that name since the Norman Conquest, will then be solemnly 
crowned and anointed in the venerable sanctuary at Westminster ….We, for whom no 
place can be found at Westminster, can make the anointing and the crowning, and the 
enthroning effective, by our earnest and heartfelt prayers. This does not mean that we 
shall rejoice any the less in the gladness and festivities of the day. On the other hand, 
the bright merry-making will be the outward expression of a deep inward thanks- 
giving. For those who desire it, there will be Holy Communion at 8 a.m., with special 
intercession that this day may be to us all a day of inspiration from on high. Then at 
11 a.m., there will be the Special Coronation Service. A large and augmented choir is 
being trained to worthily render the service as beautiful as possible. Forms of the 
Service, with Hymns, will be provided for all present, and we trust the House of God 
will be crowded with worshippers who will lift up their hearts for their King and 
Country, and who will pray the King of all the earth to consecrate to his office, and to 
endow for the work that lies before him our Sovereign Lord King Edward VII. 
 
July 1902 
It was with profound regret that the Empire learned on Tuesday, June 24th, that the 
King was so seriously ill that the Coronation had to be postponed. So sad an end to 
the preparations for a great rejoicing cast upon all a deep gloom and converted a 
smiling land into one of heartfelt mourning. Disappointment, however, was soon 
swallowed up in the sense of sorrow, which was awakened by the news that the King 
was suffering from a malady which endangered his life. And in the presence of such a 
national anxiety, the personal inconveniences, the expenditure of money, thought and 
trouble, and the disappointment at the loss of the anticipated enjoyments, were 
cheerfully borne by all….Under such circumstances our only comfort was to turn to 
Him, who alone knew the meaning of this disappointment. A Service of Intercession 
was accordingly held, and numbers gathered together to take part in a service, short 
and simple, yet full of reality, as we prayed Almighty God to spare the most precious 
life in England, to be his Refuge in his hour of need and to console and comfort our  
gracious Queen Alexandra…. 
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August 1902 
It is with feelings of heartfelt gratitude to Almighty God that we are able to record 
that the improvement in the King’s health continues, and that he is rapidly passing 
from the stage of convalescence to that of restored health. When one recalls the fact 
that it is hardly more than a month ago that the nation learnt the news that the 
Coronation must be postponed, and that the King was undergoing a very dangerous 
operation for a most serious illness, the course of events seems almost incredible. The 
King’s splendid constitution and his wonderful pluck and cheerfulness of disposition 
have done much to hasten his wonderful recovery….Owing to the outbreak of scarlet 
fever, we fear that many of our children will be prevented from joining in the 
festivities. They will not, however, be forgotten. All have received a beautiful gift in 
the shape of a very handsome mug, most generously presented by Miss Laughton, in 
her garden, on the Friday of what is still called “Coronation Week”. An additional 
memento is to be presented to every child attending the Day Schools, on the morning 
of August 9th. This consists of a beautiful and lasting work of art, in the form of a 
medal of their Majesties, King Edward VII and Queen Alexandra, designed and struck 
by Spink and Son, Art Medallists, London. Miss Alderson is most kindly making this 
presentation to the children, and with her usual generosity and forethought is giving a 
medal with a riband suspender to each of the adult members of the Choir, the Ringers, 
Bandsmen, and Sunday and Day School Teachers. These beautiful medals are sure to 
be appreciated and retained as a lasting memento of the great Imperial Coronation of 
1902…. 
 
September 1902 
CORONATION DAY 
The 9th August, 1902, will always be remembered as the day on which our beloved 
King Edward VII was crowned, and also that it was a day of universal rejoicing and 
thanksgiving to Almighty God for His goodness in restoring the King to Health, and 
giving him back to his people after his serious illness. In Tickhill the day began with a 
joyful peal from the Church bells in the early morning. Then followed a Celebration 
of Holy Communion at 8 o’clock. At 9 a.m. the school children formed a procession 
and marched to Miss Alderson’s house to receive the beautiful Coronation medals 
which she so kindly presented to each child…At 11 o’clock there was a full choral 
service in the Parish Church…. During the afternoon a grand procession took place, 
including triumphal cars, and soldier lads, and many other clever and prettily got up 
representations, especially the infants. Later on came a fancy dress bicycle procession, 
and these festivities were hardly over before we witnessed a splendid torch-light 
procession, numbering 200 torch-bearers. Then followed some fine rockets and 
fireworks, and a large bonfire, which did great credit to those who had built it. Here 
this memorable day came to a close, with the earnest prayer - “God save the King”. 
 
THE CORONATION MEMORIAL 
The weary pedestrian who passes along Beach Grove Road will ever be grateful to the 
kind donor, who placed there two comfortable seats for the use of the wayfarer. They 
have been erected as a serviceable and permanent memorial of the Coronation of   
King Edward VII by Miss Alderson, who on numerous occasions has proved a public 
benefactress. Young and old will value the gift, and seeking rest from weariness and 
fatigue and finding it, they will gratefully rise up and bless the giver. It was wise on 
the part of the Coronation Committee to vote that the sum of £12 should be handed 
over to the District Council to be used for a similar purpose…. 
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St Mary’s Church and Churchyard 
 
CHURCH 
November 1906 
In my absence from home, Mrs Curtis most kindly, through Dr Phillips, made an offer 
to the Churchwardens to defray the cost of lighting the Church with incandescent 
burners. Messrs R. Farr and Sons were invited to carry out the necessary alterations. 
The present gas pipes and fittings, which were very much made up with rust, were 
cleaned out. A gas main tap, with a loose key for lowering the gas during the 
Services, was fixed, and fifty Welsbach Kern burners and globes were f itted to the 
standards. The lighting of the Church by flaring gas-standards was not only 
unsatisfactory but it wasted a great deal of gas. Now, by using incandescent burners 
and opaque globes, the light is more powerful but less trying to the eyes….  
 
May 1908 
Easter Vestry…There was nothing to call for special comment except that a New 
Lectern, in memory of the late Miss Alderson, had been presented to the Church by 
her Nephews and Nieces, and dedicated by the Rev. J. W. Scarlett [Rural Dean]. Also 
an Oak American Organ had been generously given for use in the Side Chapel by   
Mrs Curtis and Miss Laughton…  
 
March 1909 
The Oak Screen, Brass Rods, and Curtains of Tapestry, have at last been fixed at the 
West End of the Church in place of the Old Red Baize Partition. The improvement is 
great. To be able to roll back the curtains and to see the East end without having the 
glorious view obstructed by a solid screen, the opposite of beautiful, is not only a 
distinct advantage, but a valuable alteration. Though the Oak Case which covers the 
heating apparatus is higher than originally intended, yet the work has been well and 
skilfully done, and a finished and cared for appearance, which has long been wanting, 
is now given to the West End of the Church. 
 
January 1910 
We are pleased and thankful to record that the restoration of the South Porch has been 
completed, owing to the kind help given by numerous friends when they organised the 
Bazaar in July last, in the Castle Grounds. The reward of their efforts is to be seen in a 
fine piece of Work, carried out by Messrs. R. H. Rawson and Sons. It will be 
remembered that the Arch of the South Porch, together with part of the Ashlar or 
masonry of hewn Stones, was very much perished and decayed. This has been cut out 
and replaced by an entirely new Arch …. The whole of it has been cut and fitted solid 
throughout, and the work has been effected without in any way disturbing the 
remainder of the Porch. The stone used was very kindly given by the Earl of 
Scarbrough, from the Roche Abbey Quarries. It will be a pity, now that an attempt has 
been made to restore our fine old Church, if we do not raise funds for the West End. 
Here, much needs to be done, portions of the Mullions to the West Window of the 
South Aisle should be renewed, as well as portions of the Jambs, Shafts and 
Mouldings cut and replaced. The West Window itself should be treated with “Fluate”. 
On the other hand, there are those who would like to see some improvements carried 
out inside the Church, and the following new work in the Chancel appears to be very 
necessary: a marble floor, a New Holy Table and marble step upon which it should 
stand, and New Choir Stalls. The present arrangements and fittings are not worthy of 
so magnificent a Building….   
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CHURCHYARD 
December 1904 
The Archbishop of York has sanctioned the use of the following Notice throughout 
the Diocese, in connection with the custom of placing glass shades, containing 
artificial flowers and memorial cards upon graves in the burial grounds in the 
Diocese:-  
“ No glass shades or memorial of any kind can be placed in this Churchyard without formal permission 
being obtained from proper authority according to law. Flowers may freely be laid on the graves 
whenever desired.” By Order of The Archbishop 
….the introduction of these unsuitable memorials would soon rob our Churchyards of 
their peaceful charm. It is for this reason that we must altogether prohibit them from 
being placed on the graves in this Churchyard.  
 
 
April 1906 
The Vicar and Churchwardens, in publishing a statement of the Churchyard Fund, 
take the opportunity of thanking all who have so kindly helped to complete the 
necessary repairs. Anyone who has examined the walls, since they have been pointed, 
will assuredly testify to the excellence of the work and to the very great improvement 
effected, and we think they will admit that the money collected has been well and 
wisely spent. [£21 4s. 4d. collected in amounts ranging from 1/- to £2; of this          
£20 8s 10d. paid to Messrs Rawson and Sons for undertaking the work.] 
 
July 1908 
….We have here in Tickhill, a beautiful Churchyard, but unfortunately a Public Path 
runs right through it, and thoughtlessly, but surely not intentionally, there are some 
who treat it most irreverently, walking on the grass and wearing paths across it, 
dropping pieces of paper and orange peel, destroying branches and leaves. The 
senseless habit of throwing confetti at weddings is to be depreciated for the untidiness 
it causes and the trouble it gives to those who have to clear it up….  

View of St Mary’s Church from Pinfold Lane on a postcard posted in 
Doncaster in 1908 © Kathleen Moffat 
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Health Care 
 

CONCERTS AND SMOKING 
October 1901 
It is hoped to arrange a series of concerts for men only during the Winter months. 
Mr Clarkson has kindly undertaken to draw up the programme for the first Concert, 
which will take place in the Parish Room, on Friday, November 8th, at 8 p.m. 
Refreshments will be provided and smoking will be allowed. These Concerts are not 
for boys, and they are originated with no intention of encouraging smoking.  
 
The prevalence of the practice of cigarette smoking by boys and young lads calls for 
serious attention. It is asserted by Medical Men of eminence that the practice of 
cigarette smoking by growing boys prevents the healthy development of their bodies 
and sows the seeds of serious organic disease – Cancer and Heart disease being the 
worst. In a circular issued to parents by the Edinburgh School Board it is stated that a 
well-known Edinburgh Physician has lately assured us that smoking by growing boys 
checks their growth, blunts their mental faculties and ruins their morals. The cheap 
cigarettes they use are simply rank poison, and instances are known of death having 
been directly caused by their use. It is well known that smoking by stealth leads to 
dishonesty, bad company, and other serious consequences.  
 
Whilst we call the attention of the men to these Concerts and hope they will patronise 
them in large numbers, at the same time we would direct the attention of Parents and 
Guardians to the dangers threatening their Boys from indulgence in the practice of 
smoking, and most earnestly ask that if they wish them to grow up into strong and 
healthy manhood, they will do all in their power to prevent their beginning to use 
Cigarettes or tobacco in any form. 
 
SANDBECK NURSING ASSOCIATION 
July 1903 
We have much pleasure in stating that Nurse Wastenay is now at work attending to 
sick cases in Tickhill, and Nurse Mangham takes up her abode at Maltby in July. We 
sincerely hope that the services of these two Nurses will be thoroughly appreciated in 
the neighbourhood. We believe they will as soon as they come to be better known. 
The occurrence of illness in a family of the poorer classes usually finds the members 
of it destitute of the commonest sick appliances, ignorant of the simplest means of 
nursing, and unconscious of preventable sanitary evils surrounding the patient, which 
may impede or prevent recovery.  
 
The presence of a nurse trained in some large hospital in the care of the sick may 
prove at such a time a very great blessing, by nursing the bread-winners back to 
health, and preventing the home from being broken up. The cost of a good and skilled 
cottage nurse is within reach of all. For the labouring man it is but 2s. a year, or 
roughly speaking ½d. a week – plus a weekly fee of 2s. 6d. – not a large sum to 
ensure the services of a trained nurse. We sincerely hope then that this philanthropic 
work, originated by the Countess of Scarbrough, and supported by many subscribers, 
will be enthusiastically taken up by the poorer classes, for whom it is meant to 
benefit. At the same time it is not a charity, but rather a great Benefit Club, embracing 
all classes of the community, and binding them together in a common bond of mutual 
kindness and assistance in time of trouble, which sickness in a house always brings.  
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October 1903 
On Thursday, Sept. 3rd, a Garden Fete was held at Wadworth Hall, in aid of the funds 
of the Sandbeck Nursing Association. The Countess of Scarbrough kindly opened the 
proceedings, after which two performances of a Pastoral Play were given, and two 
concerts took place indoors, all of which were well attended. Dancing on the lawn 
was enjoyed after 7 o’clock, and at 9.30, after cheers had been given for                
Lady Scarbrough and the Rev J. C. Ross and family, the company dispersed. The 
amount realised was £21, of which £2 16s. 2d. was required to meet the principal 
expenses. 
 
June 1905 
On Tuesday, April 25th, a dance was arranged on behalf of the above Association by 
Mrs White, of Leahurst, at St Leonard’s House, which was kindly lent for the 
occasion by Mr Brooksbank. The entertainment passed off not only most pleasantly, 
but from a financial point of view it exceeded our expectations. The sum of             
£20 6s. 7½d. has been added to the funds of the Sandbeck Nursing Association, and 
£10 has been given to the Treasurer, on behalf of the Schools, at a time when they 
were in urgent need of support. For such generous additions to the funds of two most 
important objects we tender our warmest thanks to Mrs White, for promoting the 
dance, and to the following, for generous contributions of provisions and furniture, 
&c: Mrs Alderson, Mrs Leather, Mrs Bowen, Mrs Phillips, Mrs Curtis, Mrs Kirke,        
Mrs Willey, Mrs Caley, Mr B. H. Brooksbank, and Mr Jarvis.  
 
DONCASTER INFIRMARY 
November 1902 
As a result of the Harvest Festival Thank-offerings [£5 4s.10½d.], the Vicar has 
received one in-patient and eight out-patients’ Recommendation Forms for the use of 
invalids in this parish. 
 
November 1904 
As a result of our Harvest Thank-offerings on Sept. 29th, which amounted to              
£4 10s. 1½d., the Secretary of the Doncaster Infirmary has forwarded to the Vicar one 
in-patient and six out-patient Recommendation Forms, and these are available for the 
sick of this parish. 

 
MEN ONLY 
February 1906 
Feb. 12th, 26th – Two lectures on “Health”, illustrated with lantern slides, will be given 
on Feb 12th (Mondays) and 26th, by Dr Caley, at 7.30 p.m. in the Parish Room. Only 
men will be admitted. Health is the very highest of all temporal things. Come and 
learn how to take care of it. 
 
AMBULANCE CLASSES 
January 1908 
To render First Aid or immediate temporary assistance to a person suffering from an 
accident or sudden illness until the arrival of a Doctor is what every person of 
intelligence should be able to do. But there are few in number who can render 
efficient and proper treatment in case of Haemorrhage from a Wounded Artery, 
Drowning, or a Severe Fracture. We are glad therefore to make known that Dr Caley 
proposes to hold an Ambulance Class for women in the Parish Room on Tuesdays, at 
7 p.m., beginning on January 7th. Those interested in this subject are invited to 
become Members. The fee for admission is 2/6. 
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Navvies in the Tickhill area 
 
July 1906 
…There is likely to be an increase of the population by the influx of navvies, working 
on the new railway line, and we must not forget that we owe a duty to them also – to 
minister to them in spiritual things. I hope, therefore, that with your help, it may be 
possible to obtain the assistance of a Curate…. A.D.ALDERSON 
 
October 1906 
NAVVY MISSION SOCIETY  
Sermons will be preached on behalf of the above Society on Sunday, October 7th, by 
the Rev. C. F. Ockford, Vicar of Scenthead, Oldham, and the Collections will be 
devoted to the fund for providing Lay Agents to minister to the spiritual welfare of the 
Navvies. Now that this class of our fellow-countrymen is engaged in constructing 
railways between Tickhill and Doncaster, this much is clear, that we have a plain duty 
to discharge towards them. The Navvy has greatly altered the face of the country and 
the condition of many places, which, but for him, would have been left far behind the 
age. As we reap the benefits of his labours, let us remember that these poor Navvies 
have human hearts to be touched and immortal souls to be saved, as well as muscular 
frames and sinewy arms. 
 
Wherever a large number of Navvies is gathered to execute some extensive public 
works, there is sure to be a large number of people who derive benefit from their 
presence. For instance, the tradesmen of the neighbouring towns and villages profit 
largely, for the Navvies spend their earnings freely. On these there rests directly some 
share of responsibility. And indirectly it spreads wider still. If the works are of public 
utility, then on the public in general falls a share of the burden, and to each and all of 
us belongs the duty of seeing that, so far as we may, the men who make our railways 
are not uncared for in the things which concern their souls. 
 
December 1907 
A lecture on behalf of the above Society will be held at 7 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 2nd, 
in the Parish Room. Mr Holden, Navvy Missioner at Maltby, will exhibit slides 
bearing on the work of the Society as it affects the men toiling on the railway lines 
and in the pits. Now that there are so many navvies working in the neighbourhood, we 
think there are many who will like to know how this Society seeks to promote their 
spiritual welfare, and will be ready also to give an offering at the close of the meeting. 
If anyone unable to be present, would send a donation to Mr Holden, he would be 
very grateful. 
 
November 1908 
MY DEAR FRIENDS 
May I remind you that for the last two years we have had nearly 200 navvies, possibly 
more, working on the New Railway Line and lodging in and around Tickhill. As you 
are aware the New South Yorkshire Joint Railway is now practically completed and 
will be open for traffic in the course of a few months. The line which is 15½ miles in 
extent is mainly intended for mineral purposes, though passenger facilities will be 
offered. It intersects a very rich colliery area, in the development of which it will 
afford great assistance. From an engineering point of view the line is most interesting, 
containing some splendid bridge work. There have been some heavy excavations, 
costing months of hard labour. We, in Tickhill hope shortly to reap the fruits of all 
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this toil. Coal will be cheaper, farmers will find the line useful for the conveyance of 
Agricultural produce, and Doncaster, our nearest shopping town, will be brought very 
much closer, by means of passenger trains. For these advantages we are indebted, in 
part, to the Navvies, who have worked so strenuously. They have been public 
benefactors and we owe them a debt of gratitude, for this monument of their labours. 
How are we going to repay it? Have we done nothing for them in return? Cannot we 
express our thanks in some practical way? Yes. There is one way in which you can 
show that you appreciate what they have done for the public good.  
 
As you know, in February last, the Navvy Mission Society, offered to send a 
Missioner who should care for the spiritual needs of these men. To Mr Gasson was 
entrusted the task of ministering to them. In him they found a friend, ready at all times 
to sympathise and to speak a word in season. The Navvy Mission Society offered to 
pay the cost of the Missioner, on condition that a grant of £25 was repaid them, at the 
end of six months, the period for which he was engaged. Mr Gasson has now been 
withdrawn. I therefore appeal to you to enable me to repay the grant to the Society. 
Ask yourself – “What have I done for the spiritual welfare of these Navvies? What 
has their well-being cost me, as a Christian? Can the sacrifice I owe them, be 
reckoned in £ s. d.? If I cannot give them my personal sympathy, the least I can do is 
to provide a substitute. I will do this in the person of the Missioner and pray that God 
will bless his efforts and accept them, on my behalf, for Christ’s sake.” May such 
thoughts as these possess you as you read this appeal, then I feel sure, that you will 
take your share of this burden, which otherwise will fall heavily on me, and forward a 
donation, which I will gratefully acknowledge in the magazine. For the following 
sums, I desire to express my thanks, which I have already done by letter.                   
Mr A. Appleyard, 5/-; Mr B. H. Brooksbank, £1; Dr Caley, 5/-; Mrs Fox 10/-;                  
Miss Laughton, £1; Mr A. Lillington, 10/-; Miss Richardson, 5/-;                            
Mrs Leather £2 10s.; Sir A. White, 10/-. I am not unmindful of your kindness in the 
past to other appeals and I feel sure that you will not disappoint me now. 
     Sincerely yours, 

A. D. ALDERSON 

 
Navvies working on the railway line at Tickhill © George Read Collection 
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Entertainments 
 
COFFEE SUPPER 
February 1904 
Three of these entertainments have been held in the Parish Room. The first in 
December, attracted a large gathering and proved quite a success. After expenses had 
been paid there remained sufficient money with which to buy new Bibles and Hymn 
books for use at the Classes and Services. Captains Caddock and Greenhough were 
present and their presence greatly added to the evening’s enjoyment. 
 
The next supper, on Jan. 12th, was attended by about 50 men and youths, and the night 
following there was a crowded mixed audience. The programme included a dialogue, 
entitled: “The Black Barber”, in which five youths took part. The concluding item 
was a lantern story “The two Golden Lilies”, given by Capt. Clare. As a result £1 was 
sent to one who is at work in London’s West End slums, to provide soup for the 
distressed. Our warmest thanks are due to those who made the coffee and provided for 
all our wants. 
 
OUTING 
July 1905 
An outing in connection with the Mission took place on Whit Wednesday, when 
nearly forty workers and friends journeyed to Liverpool and New Brighton. At the 
early hour of four o’clock a start was made by brakes for Doncaster, where a saloon 
and reserved compartment were waiting to convey the party to Liverpool. The day 
was fine and the scenery en route was greatly enjoyed, as was also the sail across the 
Mersey. Dinner was partaken of together, the company afterwards dispersing to see 
the various sights of the place. The sea was the great attraction, whilst some visited 
the Tower Gardens. During the day two Services were held, the first by a portion of 
the party on the top of the Tower, some 600 feet above the sea level; everyone 
gathered for the second, which was held against the Lighthouse, when Mr Rosbotham 
(a Lancashire layman) spoke a few words, encouraging us in the work. The utmost 
good feeling prevailed throughout the day, only once were we anxious, when one of 
the party was lost; but he was eventually found at the railway station, and all reached 
home safely. 
 
SOCIAL GATHERING 
February 1909 
Before our Social Gathering on New Year’s Eve, a Cinematograph Entertainment was 
held for the children in the Public Library, which was much enjoyed. A large number 
of children attended. At 7.30 p.m., the Social Gathering commenced with Tea, which 
was organised and directed by Mrs Hornshaw, assisted by Mrs Kaye, Mrs Moore,   
Mrs Sutton, Miss Ethel Whinfrey, the Misses Gladys and Ella Lane. Our sincere 
thanks are due to them for the splendid tea they provided and the excellent way in 
which all the arrangements were made. All the tables were well filled with guests, and 
a good number of people were present. After Tea when the tables were cleared away, 
the seats were rearranged for another Cinematograph Entertainment, which was much 
appreciated. During the interval in the course of the evening, the Vicar gave a short 
account of the work done in the Parish throughout the year, and thanked his 
Parishioners for their kind and generous help towards the many objects for which he 
had appealed. He concluded his address with many good wishes for them all in the 
New Year which would so soon commence…. 



 14 

OLD FOLKS TEA 
February 1909 
We are very glad to think that through the kind efforts of the Carol Singers under    
Mr Charles Whinfrey’s direction, we were able once more to welcome our old fr iends 
to tea in the Parish Room. Sixty-nine sat down to tea, and thirty-four had tea sent out 
to them, who were unable to attend. Each of the above also received either a packet of 
Tea or Tobacco. The amount collected through the kind and generous help of the 
Parishioners was £6 11s. 3d., and the expenses amounted to £5  18s. 3d. The 
remaining 13/- was spent on the provisions for the Workers’ Tea. After tea was over 
on Tuesday January 5th, a Magic Lantern Performance was provided, Mr Wood, of    
St Leonard’s and Mr Dixon kindly manipulated the Lantern, and the entertainment 
was much appreciated. The pleasant evening closed by the Old Folks thanking their 
kind benefactors, and wishing them all a very happy New Year. 
 
THE CHILDREN’S TEA 
February 1910 
More than 300 children enjoyed the rich provision of good things so kindly provided 
for them on New Year’s Eve, in the National Schools, under the direction of      
Messrs. Rawson and others. The Tea and all the arrangements were splendidly 
organised, more than 40 helpers giving their services to wait upon the children; only 
to look on the happy faces of those present was sufficient to show how greatly they 
appreciated their Christmas Treat, and well repaid all who had given their time and 
interest to this philanthropic work. Owing to the measles many were absent, but they 
were not disappointed of their share in the enjoyment, as about 100 teas were taken 
out to those at home, by many willing hands. 

 
The National School with tables set out for tea © Ken Kimberley  

 

GIRLS’ CLUB 
May 1910 
This Club, which is conducted by the Misses Goodwin and Mrs Thwaite had a most 
successful entertainment on Monday, April 11th. The programme was as follows –  
Selections on Handbells by Ida Hall, Esther Abrams, Ida Whittaker, Nellie Matthews, 
superintended by Mrs Hammond. Song, All the Girls; Recitation, H. Keyworth; Song, 
E. Rowbottom and D. Flint; Dialogue, K. Ainley, M. Stanley, J. Hall, K. White; 
Recitation, S. Ainley; Solo, M. Stanley; Recitation, D. Flint; Song, All the Girls; 
Selection on the Handbells by Ruth Spencer, Kate White, Kate Ainley, Ida Hall, 
superintended by Mrs Hammond; Recitation, M. Stanley; Song, M. Stanley and        
K. Ainley; Recitation Ida Hall; Song, All the Girls; Recitation, E. Rowbottom; Song,  
I. Hall and S. Ainley; Dialogue “Wanted a Servant”, Dorothy Hill, M. Stanley,         
R. Spencer, K. White, E. Rowbottom, N. Whinfrey, A. Stables, Ida Hall.                               
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Cricket 
 
A SUCCESSFUL SEASON 
October 1902 
We are pleased to insert in this month’s magazine the batting and bowling averages of 
the Cricket XI. It has been, in spite of a wet season, a most successful year. 22 
matches have been played of which 19 have been won, 1 drawn and 2 lost. Such a 
record speaks for itself. It is not due solely to the efforts of one or two. Most will 
acknowledge that we have been specially fortunate in having the services of  
A. and T. White, who have been consistent scorers, as well as the excellent bowling 
of G. H. Shakerley and H. Smith. Of such a quartet any team might be proud. But 
after paying them a compliment for their splendid achievements, anyone who has 
watched the success of the team during the summer could not fail to congratulate the 
XI as a whole on their good all-round play. Whatever improvement there might have 
been in the batting, there could have been very little in the fielding. At times it was 
quite brilliant, and to this in very great measure is due the splendid series of 
successes, which has closed the Cricket season of 1902.  
[The batting and bowling averages are then listed.]  
 
CRICKET SUPPER 
November 1902 
A very pleasant evening was spent on Thursday, October 16th,  
under Mr R Green’s hospitable roof at the Millstone Inn, the  
occasion being the Cricket Supper, an event which we hope  
may become annual. Dr G. G. Phillips [photograph to the right],  
our worthy President, presided over not only a large gathering,  
but a sumptuous repast. Nothing was wanting to tempt the most  
fastidious and all expressed themselves well pleased with the  
capital dinner provided by the Host and Hostess. A toast list  
had been prepared, and some excellent speeches made, judging  
from the applause which greeted each oration. After the royal  
toasts had been felicitously given by the president and loyally  
responded to by all, Dr Caley proposed the toast of the evening, 
“The Cricket XI” coupling with it the name of the popular captain, Mr A. White, who 
received quite an ovation. The “healths” of the President, Secretary, and Treasurer 
were warmly greeted, and, not least, that of our Host and Hostess, which was received 
with musical honours, the gathering singing “For he’s a jolly good fellow”. The 
company then adjourned below to enjoy a capital programme of songs and solos, all 
of which were well rendered, greatly to the delight of the audience. A very pleasant 
evening was then brought to a close by the singing of “Auld lang syne” and the 
National Anthem. 
 
CRICKET PAVILION AND SCORING BOARD 
June 1903 
The chief event of the past month has been the opening of the New Pavilion by our 
worthy President, G. G. Phillips Esq. Knowing the deep interest he takes in the 
welfare of the Club, no one was more fitted to perform the opening ceremony than 
he... All credit is due to the Secretary, Mr C. L. Beecroft, for undertaking the onerous 
task of raising over £53 and achieving it successfully. The contract was entrusted to 
Mr H. Rawson, and the work has given entire satisfaction. The Pavilion is a strong, 
well-built erection and is ready to defy storms of any kind. The colouring, which is 
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very neat – dark green – relieved by a lighter shade of green, has been put on by      
Mr Hill as well as the varnish inside, and the effect is very pleasing. No one can doubt 
that the New Pavilion will prove a great boon, for it testifies to the interest taken in 
the game of cricket by all classes. Cricket satisfies better than any other kind of 
exhibition, the desire for athletic sightseeing, which is so marked a trait in the English 
character …. 
  
OTHER GIFTS 
August 1903 
The following gifts have been generously presented to the Cricket Club, and we take 
this opportunity of gratefully acknowledging them. A large roller, Mrs Curtis; scoring 
board, Mrs W. K. White; a mowing machine, Mrs Leather; a flag, Dr Caley; a cricket 
bag, bat and ball, Dr Phillips. All members of the Club will appreciate this kindly 
interest shown by the above donors. 
 
THE WHITE BROTHERS 
September 1903 
The match against the Doncaster Bodle was marked by two interesting features. In the 
first place a record score for the first wicket was made in the history of the club. As it 
was the last match in which Mr Taylor White would play before proceeding to 
Burmah, the captain resolved that he and his brother should open the innings for 
Tickhill. So successful was the start, and so rapid was the scoring, that before they 
were parted they had put on the splendid score of 138, of which Mr A. White had 
contributed 44 and his brother a brilliant innings of 94. Such a display made one 
realise how great was the loss to the club in the departure of Mr T. White to India. He 
leaves with the best wishes of the club, of which he is a most popular member, and he 
will be assured of a warm welcome on his return home.  
 
During the interval between the innings a presentation was made to Mr A. White on 
the occasion of his marriage, which was to take place in a few days. The gift was a 
large leather cricket bag, subscribed for by members of the club, in token of their 
good wishes (on the occasion of his approaching marriage, and in appreciation of the 
invaluable services he had rendered as the Captain of the XI). The Vicar made the 
presentation on behalf of the club….Later in the day Mr A. White was also the 
fortunate recipient of a handsome egg-stand, presented by members of the Mothers’ 
Meeting with hearty congratulations. Amongst a large number of beautiful wedding 
gifts, none will be more valued than this. 
 
SIR ARCHIBALD WHITE 
September 1908 
We feel sure that all readers of our magazine and especially members of the Cricket 
Club heartily congratulate Sir Archibald White, and rejoice with him on having been 
selected to Captain the Yorkshire Eleven against all Ireland, and to act as “Skipper” of 
the Second Eleven in their last match of the season against Durham. This is an honour 
for Tickhill, and one of which we are justly proud. We trust it may be an earnest of 
still greater things in the future: for as the Cricket Representative of the Yorkshire 
Post says: “Sir Archibald White is one whom most supporters of the Yorkshire team 
would like to see playing a prominent part in County Cricket. Another year he may be 
prepared to devote himself to the interests of the County seriously, and he is a player 
of such ability and distinction that he might, in whatever position he occupied, be 
relied upon to maintain the high traditions of Yorkshire Cricket.” 
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Miscellany 
 
LINKS WITH THE EMPIRE 
June 1902 
HOME FROM THE WAR 
On Wednesday, the 14th of May, Tickhill presented a bright and lively appearance 
from an early hour in the morning, many of the streets and houses being decorated 
with flags and other signs of rejoicing. Three well-known residents, who had been 
many months away in South Africa at the War, were now returning safe and well to 
their homes, and everyone was ready to welcome Mr Edward Leather, Mr W. T. 
White and his brother, and join their glad thanksgivings to God, Who had restored 
them to their family and friends. Preparations for their reception had been taking place 
all day, and numbers went out to meet the warriors on their homeward journey, so that 
by the time they reached Tickhill, quite a long procession was formed. First came the 
Band, followed by a large number of school boys, all carrying flags of every kind and 
colour, making a bright spectacle in the procession; then a contingent of mounted 
horsemen, who had gone some distance to meet the carriage on the way from 
Doncaster; finally came the carriage from which the horses had been removed, and it 
was drawn by men. Crowds of inhabitants lined the streets and followed the 
procession as it advanced towards the Market Cross, where the Vicar addressed a few 
words of hearty welcome to the three brave officers, and invited cheers from all, 
which were most readily given, and then the procession proceeded to the Friary and 
Leahurst, amidst many shouts of rejoicing. 
 
December 1905 
MISSIONARY WORK  
A profitable evening was spent with the Rev. W. A. Dark, of the Colonial and 
Continental Church Society, on Tuesday, Nov. 21st, in the Parish Room. Many 
beautiful slides were shewn of the chief towns of Canada and of the wilder parts 
where settlers lived. It is here that the difficulty comes in of providing our Colonists 
with the means of Grace. The distances are enormous. For example, in 1901, it took a 
Clergyman 14 weeks to administer the Easter Communion in one parish, and 
necessitated his travelling no less than 2,550 miles. Where men are living such lonely 
lives, as prospectors of mines and railway men, the need of earnest work on the part 
of the Church is very real, and the danger is great that unless well provided with the 
means of Grace and careful pastoral oversight, very many will sink into a condition of 
apathy and indifference towards religion. It is the duty of Christians at Home, where 
they have such spiritual privileges, to care for their less favoured brethren, and for this 
reason we were glad of the opportunity of helping ….. The Meetings, we are glad to 
say, were well attended, and the collection amounted to £2. 
 
June 1909 
EMPIRE DAY  
Empire Day was loyally observed in the Schools by the singing of patriotic songs and 
the National Anthem. The Union Jack was hoisted, and Mr C. D. Nicholson, C. C., 
addressed the children on some of the virtues – loyalty, patriotism, obedience, 
sacrifice – which the Empire movement desires to see instilled into the minds of the 
young, believing that through these virtues good citizens are made. He also very 
kindly offered to give two prizes for the best papers on the meaning of Empire Day. 
The children were granted a half-holiday, and in the evening the Church bells were  
rung.  
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TICKHILL NATIONAL SCHOOLS  
June 1902 
PRIZE GIVING IN THE NATIONAL SCHOOLS 
On Wednesday, the 30th of April, about 4 p.m., our Schools became the centre of 
attraction for a number of the inhabitants of Tickhill. All those who were able, 
assembled there to welcome the Countess of Scarbrough, who had kindly consented 
to give away the Prizes this year. The room was gaily decorated with flags and 
coloured drapery, most artistically arranged, with evergreens and other flowers. The 
bright and happy faces of the children, as they came to receive their prizes from    
Lady Scarbrough, showed how much they appreciated her kindness in coming over, 
and her gracious manner and pleasant words to many of the prize-winners will, we are 
sure, be long remembered by them. The prizes were given for good attendance, and 
special merit in other subjects. After the Prizes had been presented, a short Musical 
Entertainment was given by the children, who sang very well indeed, with great 
expression and sweetness. They were most ably conducted by Mr Dixon, who had 
prepared and trained them for the occasion. The Vicar then proposed a vote of thanks 
to Lady Scarbrough, and said how much we should all look forward to welcoming her 
again, and hoped that she would often come to Tickhill. Hearty cheers were then 
given, after which the ceremony closed. 
 
November 1903 
(MIXED DEPARTMENT): TWO GOOD RECORDS 
Miss Lilian Newbound, a teacher in the above School, has just completed a good list 
of successes. As a pupil teacher she passed “Well”; at the Scholarship Examination 
she was placed in the First division; and news is just to hand that she is in the “First” 
class at the Certificate Examination.  
 
During the year ending 30th April 1903, there were 50 boys and girls in the school 
who were not absent once during the year. Prizes will be awarded to these children. 
 
PUBLIC LECTURES 
August 1907 
The Balby-with-Hexthorpe Gardeners’ Society will give a Lecture in the Parish 
Room, Tickhill, on Thursday, August 15th, 1907, subject: “The Washing and 
Cleansing of Fruit Trees,” showing how to eradicate the various pest and diseases 
affecting them. Commencing at eight o’clock. 
 
March 1908 
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The University  of Leeds and the Yorkshire Council for 

Agricultural Education 
______________________________ 
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The Head of the Agricultural Department of Leeds 

University , 
Has arranged to give A LECTURE in the 

National Schools, Tickhill, on Friday , 
March 12th, at 7 p.m., on 
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A CORDIAL INVITATION IS GIVEN TO ALL 
 

ADMISSION FREE (by ticket only.) 
       

Apply : T. DIXON, HON. SEC. 
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BEING PRUDENT 
October 1902 
CHURCH PARADE, OCT. 12th 
The Scarborough Lodge of the Sheffield Independent Druids purpose holding a 
Church Parade on October 12th, at 3 p.m. On the following day a programme of sports 
has been arranged, for which useful and elegant prizes will be offered. We wish the 
Society every success in their endeavour.  
 
Since the opening of the Lodge in Tickhill, 123 members have been initiated, the 
present strength being 95. We are glad to think that so many have had the wisdom and 
foresight to become members, so that should sickness, accident or death overtake 
them, they are in a position to receive its benefits. How distressing it must be to a man 
who has not made any provision, when he finds himself in the midst of privation and 
want, and there is none to whom he can look for assistance. We would advise all those 
who have not made any preparation for themselves or those dependent on them, to 
enrol themselves members, without delay, of this benevolent institution. Full 
particulars may be had of the Secretary, Mr T. Watson. In order that the Church 
Service may be worthy of the occasion it is sincerely hoped that all members and their 
wives will try to attend. 
 
August 1908 
THRIFT 
…The following remarkable Bill, recently sent out by the Charity Organisation 
Society, is worthy of serious consideration: 

 
NOTICE 

The price of a pint of beer is 2d. 
 
This sum saved daily amounts to 1s 2d. per week, £3 0s. 10d. per year, and if placed 
in the Post Office Savings Bank will, with interest, in five years amount to               
£16 1s. 10½d. in ten years amount to £34 7s. 2½d. 
 
The same sum if placed in a Friendly Society will provide for a man who joins at the 
age of 30, in case of sickness - £1 per week for 52 weeks, 10s. per week remainder of 
illness, after 52 weeks; in case of death - £20 at the man’s death, £10 at wife’s death. 
 
Old Age Pension - The same sum, if used to provide against old age, will produce at 
age of 65 for a man who starts saving at age 24, a pension of 20s. a week.  
 
PAROCHIAL NEEDS 
April 1906 
It is a great encouragement to the Clergy of a Parish when people are ready to help 
any good work, with their sympathy and gifts. Capt. Groom had a happy experience 
of this, when collecting for the Air Rifle, Magazine deficit, Container and Church 
Block, and we take the opportunity of thanking the following kind fr iends for their 
useful donations:- [23 names listed] - £4 2s 0d. Two friends have given the Container 
for Acetelyne and the Church Block; £2 will be paid to the Treasurer of the Magazine 
Fund, and £2 2s., with the addition of a few shillings, has bought the long-desired 
Rifle. Shooting is already very popular and many a young lad can now enjoy a 
pleasant evening in making himself proficient in the use of the rifle, thanks to the  
generosity of the above-named donors. 
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NEW MUSICAL VENTURES 
January 1907 
CHORAL SOCIETY 
It is proposed to form a Choral Society for Tickhill, under the guidance of                
Dr Geo. Havelock, of Doncaster, to practice glees, part songs, and some cantatas, as 
soon as a sufficient number of volunteers have expressed a willingness to join. 
Practices will be held every Wednesday evening at 7 p.m., in the Parish Room. A fee 
of  2s. 6d. will be charged towards paying the expenses of the Teacher, and members 
will be asked to bear the expenses of their own music. Those desirous of joining are 
invited to send in their names to the Vicarage as early as possible. It is felt that a 
Singing Class of this kind will afford an opportunity for the pleasant study of vocal 
music, and by a regular weekly practice much may be done to improve the musical 
talent of the neighbourhood.  
 
April 1910 
FLUTE CLASS 
I [Rev. F. H. Hammond, Locum Tenens] have formed a Flute Class for the elder lads 
of the Sunday School. If they progress satisfactorily I hope that the class will become 
the nucleus of a Drum and Fife Band. This ought to be a good thing all round, both in 
providing the lads with instructive occupation, and enabling them to be useful to 
others by helping Parochial Excursions &c. The lads have bought their own flutes, 
and no doubt there are many well-wishers who will gladly help forward this object by 
providing the cost of the Drums which will be parish property. 
 
May 1910 
TICKHILL PARISH DRUM AND FLUTE BAND 
The Flute Class, I wrote about last time, has developed into a Band. I must thank the 
parishioners for their generous and ready response to my call for funds to provide the 
Drums, Equipment and a simple Uniform. They are being obtained from            
Messrs. Meacock & Co. of Doncaster. The money altogether needed is about £8…     
I am endeavouring to place the Band on a self supporting basis, to prevent any 
possibility of it falling through…. 
 
END OF A REIGN 
June 1910 
MY DEAR FRIENDS 
I am very pleased to be back again after my long absence, and I am thankful to feel so 
much stronger….It was sad that, after the home-coming, the first service in which we 
joined together in the dear old Church, should be a Memorial Service to King Edward. 
In his death a great calamity has befallen the Nation and Empire, and the passage of 
time does not diminish the sense of loss which we have sustained. The late King 
reigned but a short time, in comparison with many of his predecessors, but how great 
were the services he rendered to his Country! We can never be thankful enough for 
his untiring efforts on behalf of international peace. Not infrequently has he been 
called “Edward the Peace Maker.” …Next, what an example he has left us. His 
influence was always on the side of righteousness. His watchword was “duty”. He 
was reputed to have said at his accession, “It is hard to become a King at 60 years of 
age; at 40 it would have been easier, but by the help of God, so long as I sit on the 
Throne I will try to do my duty.” He did it leaving us an example that we should 
follow his steps…. 
   Your sincere friend, A. D. ALDERSON  
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Front cover of The Parish Magazine in 1907 © Miss Maud Ashmore 
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Inside front cover of The Parish Magazine, February 1907 © Miss Maud Ashmore 
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Other publications from Tickhill and District Local  History Society 

 
 

Occasional Papers Series 
 
1.  Some Highlights of Tickhill’s Musical Past, Philip Scowcroft, 2007. 
 
2.  Tickhill’s Mizendew: A History of Tickhill’s Almshouses, Hazel Moffat, 2007.  
 
3.  Eastfield Farm 1922-1952, Jessie Newborn, 2007. 
 
4.  Life in Late Victorian Tickhill based on Extracts from the Parish Magazines, 2008 
 
 
Other paper 
 
The Beloved Wife: Louisa Blanche Foljambe, Donald Henry Thorpe, 2007 
 
 
Website 
 
This contains many shorter articles and photographs about Tickhill’s history at: 
http://www.tickhillhistorysociety.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


