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Memories of Tickhill Schooldays in the 1920s

Introduction

Tickhill and District Local History Society was veryrfanate that Ronald (Ron) Hill,
then aged 92, offered to meet a group of the Society’sh@enin the autumn of 2007
to record his memories of Tickhill, especially his sddags. The timing of the
interview was all the more poignant because Ron’slhel@lteriorated soon after and
he sadly died on 25 January 2008. This Paper is publishedrmehsry with the
Society’s appreciation both for the effort he madeesording his memories and also
for the subsequent help given by his family in preparingrénescript of his interview
and this paper for publication.

Ron, pictured right, attended the Infants’ School in
Tithes Lane from 1920 before transferring to the Mixgé
or Senior School in Back Lane, now called St Mary’s
Road. Both these schools were departments of Tick
Church of England School, also known as the Natio
School. Ron remained at the Senior School until, agél
eleven, he won a County Minor scholarship to
Doncaster Grammar School. In many ways Ron’s
school life in Tickhill was different from that in the
present, from the style of the school buildings witirth
high windows blocking pupils’ views of the world
beyond, to the types of lessons studied and even
playground games. Courtesy © Mrs Betty Hill

Ron’s memories of schooldays not only reveal contragtstoday, but also a
continuing reality: the hugely beneficial impact of goeddhers on youngsters. Ron’s
tributes to individual teachers and indeed his whole expeziat school in Tickhill
show how much he was inspired and his subsequent it@ngakened. For example,
two teachers in Tickhill fostered his abiding enthusiasntife classical world, which
later saw him succeed in classics at secondary schobkandne a classics scholar at
Oxford University. Ron won several scholarships includir@gaior Scholarship
tenable at Merton College.

Living memories, sometimes called oral history, providéxgortant personal
perspective on the past. Ron’s account gives us a whaje cdnnsights into
schooldays and life in general in Tickhill. Learning pogsestions of plays and
Biblical texts by heart was common-place in Ron’s ¢fulod, so that it was not seen
as in any way remarkable for labouring people to be aledte them from memory.
Although people were aware of differences in the statiscal inhabitants, ‘nobody
was better than anybody else’ according to Ron. Bbasl; most pupils thought twice
about stepping out of line, the threat of their pareatsgtold of any misdemeanour
usually being sufficient deterrent. The cane was usedosmgsionally, although Ron
never suffered this punishment. Ron was an avid readeeaatied which books
from school stayed in his memory. He remembered playgrdivedsions, special
events, and, like so many pupils, he remembered the walk frem school with his
friends with particular pleasure.



Remarkably, Ron remembered clearly many events in hisoftdys, more than
eighty years previously. Sometimes, though, memorigsnofaicontain much detail
or can fade and this is where other sources of informatao be useful. For instance,
Ron mentioned celebrating Empire Day. The specific daththe celebrations in
Tickhill were recorded in the local press. Ron had wolkection of inspections,
although they took place annually as mentioned in SchogBooks and parish
magazines. Ron enjoyed cricket but he thought physical edacaay not have had
much place, if any, in the timetable. Sport certaingtdeed in some pupils’ lives,
reflecting the enthusiasm of the Head Teacher, Mr Shdwen athlete in his youth.
Various extra-curricular activities took place. Althougarthwere no Nativity Plays,
the Senior School staged concerts towards the end éitioienn Term most years.
Perhaps the most ambitious out-of-school activity wdsee-day visit by 52 pupils
to see the British Empire Exhibition at Wembley in AugL@&?4. Possibly Ron was
just too young to take part in this visit.

Ron’s widow, Betty, who also grew up in
Tickhill as a member of the well-known
Rawson family, has kindly added a few
extra details to Ron’s memories. For
example, Betty remembered seeing the
six-years old Ron, with dark curly hair
she admired, acting as a crown-bearer to
the May Queen. Betty's schooldays were
spent at the private school on Northgate
run by the Misses Goodwin. The
photograph to the right shows Ron and
Betty on the occasion of their Seventieth
Wedding Anniversary in 2006.

Courtesy © Mrs Betty Hill

In his retirement from the Civil Service (it was fos lwork as a civil servant that he
was awarded the Imperial Service Order), Ron did muclaresénto Tickhill's
history, especially the Middle Ages, where his knowledigeatin enabled him to
read many documents. In the acknowledgements to Tom Beastak Tickhill:
Portrait of an English Country TowT om wrote that Ron’s knowledge of Tickhill's
topography and Medieval background had no equal, and thatuvigom’'s work, the
Tickhill book would not have been attempted. Ron alswedkinto records of his old
school in Tickhill, looking especially at the School LBgoks. Information he
gleaned about schooldays before the 1920s features ocdlgsgimsame of his
memories. Recognising his commitment to local histosy,Sbciety is proud to note
that Ron accepted its Honorary Membership.

This Paper begins with an edited transcript of Ron’slkettions. It then draws on
other information, including that in School Log Books, nateSchool Managers’
meetings, parish magazines and local newspapers to findooetatnout 1920s
schooldays in Tickhill's National School, especialig teaching staff, pupils and
selected events. These records also give a few mtaigsdgbout Ron’s own
experiences. He was, for example, too modest to mettitadrhe was the first winner
of the Robinson Shield for ‘constant effort’ in 1925.



The National School in Tickhill

The Infants’ School on Tithes Lane
Courtesy © Ken Kimberley

NaTioNAL ScH 0l

The Mixed or Senior School on St Mary's Road

Courtesy © Ken Kimberley



Ron’s Recollections of School Life

This is the edited transcript of an interview with Rdith recorded on 10 November
2007. The questions put to Ron to guide his recollections wareDavid Walters,
Claire Brown, Pam Mills and Philip Mottram. Additionaformation gained from
Mrs. Betty Hill is put in square brackets.

Ron is going to talk about the National School in the 1920s and in particular the
teachers. Ron, over to you.

| came to Tickhill in 1920 from Maltby and went into the atl School. | began by
going down to the Infants’ School, which in those days miasoy three people. One
of them, the Headmistress, was Alice Smith. Notrg pepular character, at least in
my family. My mother tells me of the first time shret her. She took me down to see
the Headmistress to say that | was coming to schdm ifitroductions were made
and she said, “Oh! well then, if Hill will come alongnight” meaning my father. My
mother was so incensed at that she said “Yes Smithlhge coming and I'll bring

him along”, and that’s how they got off on the wrong fidgbu like. That was Alice
Smith; she came from Sheffield actually and wasn’'t ygadit of Tickhill. The other
two teachers there were very much part of Tickhill. idbaw was their name and the
family had been connected with the castle and the Stud for at least two
generations. [Their father had been a groom at theF&tud — in fact farm bailiff, |
believe, and their grandfather too.]

Were the two teachers related ?

Yes they were sisters. Now, they were Miss Hornsaad/ Miss Margery. Miss
Hornshaw’s name was Iva. She was the senior teaciteMiss Margery was
obviously the younger sister, and they looked after tha@levining. lva Hornshaw had
to be called Miss Hornshaw and her sister Miss Margérgt was an important
distinction in those days. It was a very good scheerly practical in the way things
were taught. For example, things like shop keeping anahgukiings and simple
arithmetic. We had a very practical background. My grandengave me a score of
half farthings, you perhaps can’t remember those, bu there 960 (farthings) to the
pound and | used them as counters when we were playing stcipoat.
Unfortunately | must have left them there because/éiia got them now.L{aughte)

Then when | reached the age of almost seven we tregfeer what was called the
National School where Tommy Dixon, a long-serving Heaster, had just retired,
and Ben Shaw came as the replacement Head. It @asrah School in those days
and it was very surprising that Mr Shaw was appointedusecactually he was from
a Wesleyan family. However he converted, and becamec of England....

Next question. Your teachers, were they in any way qualified ?

No, I'll talk about that later. I'll tell you how sone#f them came, which is part of the
story. My first teacher when | was about seven avasry beautiful Welsh girl
straight from college, called Miss Owen. She was a geacher because
subsequently | got on very well. What | remember mostitaber is that she taught
us various hymns which were not in the school’s repestparticularly in the school



there. One of them, her favourite was, ‘Who islwnltord’s side?’ She used to sing
for us, and we all sang it together.

Did you only sing hymns, or did you also sing traditional English song€hkery
Ripe or whatever?

Yes, we did sing all those things, but | only remembehgmens from Miss Owen
(we never knew her Christian name). We had a younggra&si her.

Lots of laughter...Yes, that’s why you did well at school.
Then | moved up into Miss Ellis’s class.
What age?

I'd be eight then. Pattie Ellis was her name and siocally called Pattie but not of
course by the children. She was, if you like, one ofdaheall integrated into the
community. Her brother was Jim Ellis who married imp wife’s family and Jim

was the Organist for years. His real name was Jegdeelwas always called Jim. She
was probably the most important teacher that | ever hadd a long and expensive
education, all free of course, and | was thinking the albgrthat the education that |
got at Tickhill till I was eleven was much more importtdren the Grammar School

or University or other things - the Air Force taught nfaimamount too. But it was
those 5 teachers in the National School who had mthsénce and taught me more
actually.

When you say, taught you more, do you mean more subjects, greater depth?

They taught me history, they taught me about Caravadwy,talked about art. It
was a very good school indeed and the example | give i$finahed up as a classic
scholar. That is still my main interest. That édrsmed from the fact I'm sure, that
Miss Ellis used to buy the prizes for the class. Shegbbthem herself and one was a
very handsome copy dhe Arabian Nightsvhich cost 7/6d which was the standard
price for a big book in those days. She saw the gleanyirye but then she said,
‘No, this is the one which will suit you a lot bettdt’' was a much cheaper book
which | have still got calle&ingsley’s Heroeswhich gave me a tremendous interest
in Greek mythology and | really think that was what ss¢hgne eventually into taking
up classics. It was a seminal decision for me.

The Standard 4 teacher at that time was Fred Greenhougtaudght me the Greek
alphabet. The Greek alphabet &idgsley’s Heroeset my feet on the path, and there
it was.

This was very advanced teaching for a small town school.

No, I think that you will find that in the country parts¥orkshire this was the kind
of teaching that went on. The Education Acts had hadetfect from 1870 until
1920, and the ethos of the school reflected that. Edmcatisn’t regarded simply as
a meal ticket to a good job. It was an all-round educati@hyou would be amazed
how the old people, when | was a boy, would recite Grayhakespeare and they



knew all about that sort of thing. It wasn’'t new to thand they grew up with it. It
came partly from the background of the teachers.

So you are saying that this was general for all the children. It wasn'ythatvere
picked out as someone with a special ability or spedi?l wasn't.

And you would have had the School Inspectors. Did the School Inspectors come in ?
School Inspectors? Never heard of thdiméy never came in?
We never heard of them but they must have been round.

After Miss Ellis’s class where she taught us well,dved up into Miss Foulstone’s
class. She also was a Tickhill girl because | discavbyelooking through the Log
Book that she had been educated at the National School Towheny Dixon. |
imagine she was born, let me see, about 1880. Now,&tthiedard 3 we went into
Standard 4 with Mr Greenhough. Now neither Miss EllisM@s Foulstone had ever
been trained I'm sure of that and Fred Greenhough wastia fagpil teacher. This
was a well-organised thing. A pupil teacher had a certaguat of training
supervised by inspectors. My mother-in-law remembered veliyiveeday when Fred
Greenhough, aged 18, shall we say, graduated to becoming a téacheise Tommy
Dixon brought him round and said, “From now on, this isGfdeenhough and he will
be teaching you, and any child who dares to call him Fredwitlaned!” laughtei)

That was his introduction, if you like, to the school. wies a brilliant teacher, and
had a very wide knowledge of all sorts of things. He usedvioug lists of famous
paintings and names which were familiar to us and talk tdastahem. His
particular interest of course was music because heéhgaShoirmaster. | didn'’t
realise at the time, | might have forgiven him, he w&¥agnerian - very much, but |
didn’t know at the time, thank heaven, and it didn’t memch to me. Fred
Greenhough was a dedicated teacher. He used to take chiidwgnrathe evening in
little groups. He had a telescope and he would show us @B&it and where the
planets were. He would go around in the afternoons ap#emels and tell the
children about wild flowers. He was, if you like, a dethichteacher. He was called
away for Military Service in the First World War. M&s in the Artillery and he was
very proud of that, because he told us that he was g Eagein layer and only those
with a good mathematical knowledge like him could become ayers. He was a
fine man. He was killed accidentally one Sunday eveningimaestone Hill by
someone on a bicycle which ran into him.

This was after the First World War was it?

Yes, it was. | think it was about 1928.

So he went right through the War and then got killed by a bicycle?

Yes, he got killed by a bicycle. The Headmaster in thé clags was Ben Shaw. His
first introduction to Tickhill was that he won the halfle race ....at the Tickhill

Show. Then he came in 1923, | think, to be Headmaster Her@as incidentally a
very religious man, people often were in those days. @ihe sad stories is that his



wife Brenda was a very handsome woman (I seem to remehgse women by their
looks, but there you are) but she died very young, ir8@si believe. There was
another girl in Tickhill, Gwen Tomlinson, who was engage Jack Burchby. She
was dying when she was in her 20s and he said to her,itmvas acknowledged that
she was dying, would she please take a message from hirartdaBin heaven.
Coming from his background, he was a very religious masadistory - she was a
very nice woman. [Both Brenda and Gwen died from petitohi

Apart from these regular teachers who had come inariaws paths, we had two or
three more pupil teachers en passant...passing by. One oi&eiMary Green who
was the daughter of Charlie Green the sexton, who livélgei cottage by the beech
tree (beside the southern entrance to the churchy@ndylie Green was not merely
an incomer. He came from Tottenham if you can belieu®iithe married a
Wardingley - a well-known Tickhill family, so that wall right. Mary was quite a
capable artist and she became an art teacher someWlatel think, and she
produced a very handsome book of poetry and anthology &éeve a copy to my
first daughter which she still has. | can rememberles®on from her, when she
came along to teach us English and someone read quhirdee ‘mincing steps’. She
said “What are mincing steps?”.... she made us come out akdwtllmincing
steps! A really practical education, that was Mary. &t her brother, Billy Green
the undertaker, quarrelled in childhood and they never spitdseshe grew up. Funny
thing....

Can | just slip back to your general days at school and ask what wasuataosit
regarding discipline because it's a big issue these days isn't it? Yderseverely
disciplined or were you free spirits?

| was never caned but some boys were. It wasn’t uhbsti@ didn't happen all the
time. On the other hand in my mother-in-law’s daysgRawson) it was not
uncommon for the teacher to walk round with somethingdikeoden spoon and hit
the children in the back, very hard between the shobldeles. But on the whole
discipline was very good for two reasons. One waswatvere brought up that way,
and the other was that if we hadn’t been well behawegarents would have been
advised immediately and that would have been enough. [Misisténe always had a
thimble handy and threatened, and often carried ouhtkatt to give naughty
children ‘thimble pie’ — the thimble on her finger was usedhe child’s knuckle.]

How many children were in your classes? Do you remember?
| would say about 35.
Did they only come from Tickhill ? There weren’t any from any othlege?

No, just one or two from outlying farms and that sortaig....

| got some information out of the School Log Book. In 19Etrdlwere 25 children in
Standard 1, 36 children in Standard 2, 42 in Standard 3, 52 in 8tahd® that
cannot be right - yes it is because there were habi®3 in the bottom three classes
and there were 98 in the top classes - Four, Fixegrisl Seven. That was the size of
the school and the teachers were Pattie Ellis, Annei@ough, who came in
temporarily to help, Clara (called Clarie) Foulstone Bretl Greenhough.



On the & February 1911 there was a botany lesson for the firss, ot the
snowdrop. They had a drawing lesson in the afternoon.

Where did this information come from because this is poigour school days?
Where is the source of this information?

It's the Log Book which you can find in the Balby Archives.

Painting the parts of the flower followed and theneh&as a composition lesson -
like writing an essay on the snowdrop. Here’s an exarfgllows an example
composition). Now, 10 Standard 6 children were allowed thagoe at 3.30 pm.
They were going to revise about 1000 lines of poetry andvwadsk out stocks and
shares. They were doing stocks and shares in thoseTdeyteacher and one or two
boys cleaned all the school windows — now, there’gla thought for you.

Now this is important economically: in May a boy wérained his ankle was
brought to school in a wheelbarrow so as not to losgtandance. The economic
importance of that is that there was a capitatienafed children who stayed on were
earning more money for the Head Teacher. Mr Dixon afteed that people who had
been away from home on holiday had attended schoat atidbe they had gone to
and when they came back he got the credit for it. | coeletr understand why this
was put in so carefully until the penny dropped. And theteaye.

[Mr. Dixon was also paid 7/6d p.a. for each child who redcitandard 7 (not all
did). Science had to be taught to earn the money and trdenBough taught it.]

What was the top age at the National School? The top age at the National School was
then 14?

Yes 14, but there were children who went on from theriQueenie Guest went to
training college while her eldest sister Edith went to unitxels

People, of course, make fun of the old National Schechuse the windows were
about 4’ 6” from the floor and you couldn’'t see out, whigds an extremely good
thing. In fact when you were at school you had your headhdowd you didn’t want
to see birds flying by, or trees or sheep. You were tleeleatn and these rather
forbidding walls, that are so unpopular in modern theoryewaecepted by us
children and they had a great advantage because theylgenelped concentration.
There was nothing else to do except listen to the teactieget down to it.

We had two playgrounds. The one nearer to the church wagrts playground and
the other the boys’ and believe me you never wenttimavrong playground.

On fear of deathMNo, on fear of Miss Foulstondbfs of laughter here

We didn’'t have boyfriends and girlfriends in thosesldydon'’t think the expression
‘boyfriend and girlfriend’ was invented but we did haseéethearts’ which was
quite an innocent sort of thing. | got into trouble oncer awg sweetheart, who
incidentally married Betty's brother so she became istgrsin-law once removed
you might say. Jessie was a very small, pretty, darkdhgirl and in those days | was
very tall for my age. That was the year 1922/3 when bineyght the maypole back.
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That was one of Ben Shaw'’s ideas and so we had to daumce the maypole. We
danced round in couples and Miss Ellis decided she would hayradsd by height. |
was given a girl who | didn't like at all and | refuseddance the maypole with her
because | wanted Jessie. However | was told that tdyaf course. It was quite out
of character for me, but | simply pulled the ribbonstb& maypole and the practice
had to be postponed because | wouldn't dance with Winsgnigton!

The poor girl probably felt much slighted!

Anyway, we did have sweethearts then because | hadrmhemust have been all of
nine.

When you first started at school, what did you use for writing equipment ?

We had exercise books, though it was only shortly beftatthe slates were done
away with....

The exercise books that you started with, did they have just liae®w or did they
have lines for the small letters and lines for the big letters?

No they didn’t have lines for that, they were simgkercise books, but what they did
have on the back were tables of bushels and quarts amdlotigs we had to know
about. [At Miss Goodwin’s school, the books had lineglerbig letters to start
with.]

And did you use pen and ink ?

Yes, we had pen and ink. We had inkwells and we had an inkweitor. One of the
children was appointed to put the inkwells into the holdbe desk and make sure
they were filled.

Did you have a desk each or were there two to a desk ?
| think actually we had benches with two people on.
That was in the National School?

Yes, that was in the National School.

| can remember being inkwell monitor. It was a very popular job for begause you
could get your hands dirty officially.

There were some interesting examples of disciplite. Aurse used to come to the
school periodically for a medical inspection and Chafliace, who | remember well,
was one of the boys who stained his hands brownwathut juice and was caned for
it. About the same time there was a report that thadebeen some vandalism at the
school and a reward of a sovereign was offered toaédtdi the culprit. | never
remember at all anything like that in my school days apiarently it said in the Log
Book that the vandalism was so unexpected and surprisinthéheieadmaster
offered a sovereign to find the culprit. | don’t knowetier they found him or not.
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When the nurse came, what kind of inspection did she carry out ?
The parting in the hair, the teeth and the generatthaalwell.
Rickets was also prevalent at that time, but probably not quite so adhlrareas.

It probably wasn’t bad in Tickhill because the people tedvsll.
[One boy at least had it so badly that he had to haviediin irons. His father had
lost a leg in the war and couldn’t work....]

And you had lunch at school ?

No we went homeYou went home for an hauknd what time did you start school in
the morning?

Nine as | remember and we finished at twelve. Therotrleck and finished at four
o’clock. One of the best things | remember and Betty tglee went to Miss
Goodwin’s school, she didn’t go to the National Sch@ule of our pleasantest
memories, of course, is going to school, walking thegraps but even more
coming home. Coming home from school was one of theiésipfimes of the day.
[There were four blacksmiths and a bakery to visit andrid&iptions on the graves
to look at]

One of my favourite occupations was running round the churghhe gutter around
the outside wall. | remember in this gutter were thedblps and a sort of mound on
it. But it turns out that when my father-in-law wastoring the church in 1912 they
found a corpse - a skeleton, (a medieval one) outs@&ehurch so they carefully took
it back. As you walk round the church now, on the soigih @y the old priest’s door
which is blocked off), you will find this swelling and thiswhere the skeleton is
buried.

Coming back to the school, can you tell us a bit about what went on in the
playgrounds?

One thing is that on the $3May which is Oak Apple Day, which is the anniversary
of the restoration of Charles II, we used to wear eakds and those boys who didn’t
were lashed with nettles by the others.

[Oak leaves were in short supply in Tickhill because mafadhwas Crown land and
all oak trees belonged to the Crown, so people didnthésh grow. They went for
more walnut trees.]

Of course you wore short trousers didn’t yoOR yes, we wore short trousers.

Was the lashing with nettles sanctioned by authority or was it jushtloeen’s own
retribution?

Well, in those days one didn’'t question things like autiolt happened and it went

on. | am quite sure that the teachers were cognisainbatf as far as they were
concerned it was a playground activity.
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What about things like marbles and conkers?

Oh yes, we played marbles and conkers regularly.

Did you have organised sport or physical education ?

No, we did not in the National School. No we didn’t, aball

Did you have text books in your lessons, were there text books ?

Yes, we did, and what is rather surprising, looking badhaswe had a very useful
school library. One of the titles there which alwayzzled me wabkighting with
Frenchwhich | took to mean fighting against the French as ymhinsay. But it was
actually a General French in the First World War dadauthor was fighting with the
British Expeditionary Force under the General. It towkyears before | worked that
one out. One of the things | do remember in that libveag a good copy of Victor
Hugo’'sTolilers of the Sewith very dreadful illustrations - octopuses and thiligs
that. | devoured that book, we could take them home anddmber reading that
with great interest. | used to read a lot in those dagsit was quite a useful little
library for things like that.

Apart from the three R’s were history, geography and things likeabhght?

Yes we were taught history and geography. Before my timPiktyn gave current
affairs lessons. Among other things that came up werkishequestion and the loss
of the R38 airship and things like that.

Your geography lessons, were they confined to this country, all the eitee?

| can’t remember really but it was mainly this counfriiings like the modern social
geography didn’t exist but we knew all about the EmpirettjBemother was taught
to recite all the rivers and lakes of Europe ..she nievgot them.]

And you would celebrate Empire Day | suppose.
Oh yes we certainly had Empire day, Yes.

One of the things | can remember — this probably soundsiewhele nowadays -
there was one boy in the school (I would be 10 yeasgiefat the time), who couldn’t
read. One of the very unkind things that | remember sohool was that the
Headmaster was so angry with him because he couldn'heegalid, “Just go off and
make mud pies” and the boy was known as ‘mud pie’ aftér Hewas unusual

because he was the only boy who couldn’t read. It soumloislievable now doesn'’t
it?

If Tickhill only had one boy who couldn’t read that was pretty good.
Apart from the ordinary reading and writing there wasrg geod literary education

there because children had to go home and learn a parablaiacle - the
Headmaster would say that 12 parables and 5 miracles haddarbed. They also
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had a great chance of [learning about] Shakespeare whickriee by heart and
things like Gray'legy. Again, when | was a boy it was quite common to hiear
ordinary farm labourer or any working man quoting frking Learor things like that
because it was dinned into children. If you get the Log Bowksee the things that
they learned you can understand why. There wasn’t muchoetkeanyway, there
wasn'’t television or radio and there weren't so maglgtibooks as there are now.
There wasn’'t much competition. The school had conmestior one or two people in
the village did, with a man called Harrison Slater wised to go around, certainly in
Yorkshire, reading and reciting. He would take the Libtange a year and people
would go along and listen to him. In addition Mr Shaw faddiimself as a Dickens
actor so there were a lot of times when there woukkb&ches and things based on
Dickens. Mr Greenhough was another who took part in thehtrere was this very,
very strong literary background and influence in the place.

Did you perform plays and such in the school as part of the curriculuchook
activities?No No Nativity play or anything like that?

No, | don’t remember anything like that at all.

Amongst the children, was there any sense of class distinction? Dicceamdrom
middle class, working families, poor labouring families, and did thisv8ho

One of the things | remember, and this may sound liketnotsel spectacles or
idealist, looking back, but in Tickhill there were peopdttér off than others. Seniors
were the shopkeepers or semi-professional people, anésth&nown as the hoi-
polloi. Although some people were better off than othetsody was better than
anybody else. For example, cricket was my passion Wh&s young and one of the
roadmen, a man called Jack Spencer, was a very fispiofier. He had been picked
out just before the War to go to Headingley (Brarhalte in those days). But it was
suggested that the invitation was lost by the cricket @ob,he didn’t go, but he was
a very good chap. Apart from the league cricket we usedv® the Thursday cricket
which was mainly high class amateur stuff. We used topsayle like the Craven
gentlemen once per year, plus many more teams. | rem@mizse occasion Cecil
Atkinson Clarke from the castle, (he had captainedh Bi@ years running at cricket)
Roy Kilner from Yorkshire used to come and tutor him m ¢hstle in the
1920s/1930s.... And so it went on, although some people were tiétiigsin others

in status, nobody seemed better than anyone else.

Fred Greenhougthe teacher, whose real name was Frederick Georgaltnagh,
most unusually, had a brother who was George FredericdknGoegh. They got it the
wrong way round because George Frederick should have leewtfician, but he
wasn’t, he was the roadman and Frederick George wasabler and Choirmaster .
Now George was as well thought of and as well respestédesl who was the
teacher....

After about two hours’ discussion with Ron the meetingeeln with Ron promising to
come back with some more information. Unfortunately ied 8efore a second
meeting could be arranged.
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Teachers at Tickhill's National School

Ben Shaw, pictured right with his wife
Brenda, became Head of the Senior
School on 1 November 1921, aged
twenty-nine, in succession to Thomas
Dixon. Ben Shaw had previously taught
at Catcliffe School, Rotherham. He came
with ‘most excellent testimonials’ from
the Heads under whom he had taught.
He was remembered for winning a

sprint race at Tickhill Show in 1913 and
also enjoyed playing cricket. He
instigated changes such as a system of
school houses and more emphasis on
sport. Brenda Shaw, who worked
periodically in the Senior School as a
temporary assistant teacher, died in 1935.
The following year the Head left for a
year’s teacher exchange in Rhodesia,
before resigning in 1940 to become

Head of Edlington Boys Modern School. Cousye® Frank W. Newborn

Fred Greenhough, pictured below left, was born in Tickitn#, son of a farm
labourer. After being a pupil at the Senior School heestay as a pupil teacher and
subsequently became an assistant teacher. In 1901, wittifdesnd their baby son,
George, Fred Greenhough lived in the schoolhouse on $tdM@oad. An
inspirational and dedicated teacher, as well as Chetanat St Mary’s Church,
Fred’s fatal accident in 1928 was a blow to the communitgalLpeople contributed
to a fund to erect a brass plaque in his memory (seebeht). This was unveiled in

the Chancel of St Mary’s Church on 16 December 1928.

Courtesy © Frank W. Newborn

15



Apart from Fred Greenhough, another teacher who had iaysartimpact on Ron
was Miss Pattie Ellis (1870-1940). As a child she lived onlidaitie, the daughter of
a carpenter/wheelwright. In 1901 she lived in Church LaatieFEllis’s teaching
career began in 1885 when she was a paid monitor. Afteratgears as a pupil
teacher working with different year groups, she beca@ertficated Assistant
Teacher in 1894. Following her resignation at the end ptie®aber 1926, the next
month’s edition of the Parish Magazine carried thizute in a letter from the Vicar:

‘After a long and faithful service of over 40 years, Midbs has been
compelled to resign her position on our school stafé f@signation is to be
the more regretted, as the cause of it is ill heMémagers, the staff, parents
and scholars are all sorry to lose Miss Ellis, whe ¢e&ried out her work in a
most loyal, thorough and conscientious way, and | knatvitexpress the
thoughts of one and all, when | say, we thank Miss Edli all she has done,
and hope that the rest she seeks and needs will beethesraf restoring her to
health.’

Two other class teachers taught Ron in the Senior Sabwehlas the long serving
Miss Clara Foulstone (1881-1945), the other was the yousg Margaret Owen. At
the time of the 1901 Census, Clara Foulstone, daughéeblatksmith and born in
Wombwell, was 19 and already a schoolteacher in Ticl3fie lived in Castlegate
with her widowed mother and sister. At the end of heg Iservice, the Managers’
Meeting on 28 August 1935 recorded Clara Foulstone’s resigraitier 33 years on
the staff and expressed their appreciation and their g@stedsvfor happiness in her
retirement. Two days later, the Vicar presented hidr &an oak dining table on behalf
of the Managers. Miss Margaret Owen from Bangor, whibehprovisional teaching
certificate, only taught in Tickhill for one school ye&922-1923. As a twenty-year
old, she took over from Mrs Shaw in August 1922 but promptlyHesvoice,
needing to take a week off work. The Managers receivetehgmnation, giving a
month’s notice, on 30 June 1923. Two weeks earlier thedtlog Book noted that
Miss Owen was advised to look for another appointmentrigwo her unsuitability
as a teacher’. In contrast to this criticism, théofwing tribute was paid to Miss Owen
in theDoncaster Chronicl®ef 29 June 1923:

‘Miss Owen who has been with us since last August, &yahis week sitting
for her Certificate examination at Bangor. We alllwligr success most
heartily, she has made many friends by her winning maanersll will be
sorry to hear that she will not be with us aftershenmer holidays.’

Periodically in the Senior School, Ron was
taught by Miss Mary Green, pictured left. She
was born in 1906, admitted to the Infant
department in 1912 and left the National School
in 1920 to go to Doncaster Girls High School,
before returning to Tickhill as a student teacher.
The School Log book for 9 April 1925 recorded
that Mary had ‘completed her training at this
school and left today’. The Parish Magazine of
December 1927 wrote:
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‘Hearty congratulations are offered to Miss Mary Gremmhaving passed the
Examination for the Certificated Teachers with twalise— elementary
science and drawing. Miss Green has commenced her eaassistant in
Hoyland Common School.’

Mary Green’s artistic talents flourished and afterSeeond World War she had
books of poetry anthologies, written in a fine Itaaipt and beautifully illustrated by
her, published by The Bodley Head Press. The coversoohtershown below. Ron
mentioned owning one of Mary’s books.

All pictures related to Mary Green courtesy © Snd doe Green

Ron referred to three teachers in the Infants’ Scheginning with the Head,

Miss Alice Smith. Born in Lancashire, she had movedddk by 1881 where her
father was a manager of a large mill employing 280 meneAthen in her early
twenties, was already a certificated teacher. Sheechto Tickhill in 1889 and lived

in the Infants’ School House until seven months aféerétirement, when she left the
area. In a letter from the Revd H E Booty, published irP#esh Magazine of March
1923, the following reference was made to Alice Smith:

‘At the end of this month, after a service of 34 yekftiss Smith retires from
our Infant School. It is a long time to hold one positiand Miss Smith will
find it no easy task to lay down her life’s work.’

The Hornshaw sisters, both born in Tickhill, completezlinfants’ School staff. Iva
Hornshaw was born in 1891, her sister Marjorie sixs/éser. They grew up in a
house in Sunderland Street with their widowed mother asadgnother. Marjorie
Hornshaw was appointed to the Infant School in 1916 andhessign 31 March
1924. Iva Hornshaw had a much longer career at the sawplkesigning in 1939
shortly before her marriage to Fred Sturdy. The Parisaldiae for July 1939 said
that Iva had

‘done very valuable work in the Infants’ Department of 8ahool and will be

greatly missed by all the children. We thank her forladl Bas done and join
in wishing her and Mr Sturdy every possible happinesisam new life’.
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Pupils at Tickhill’'s National School

Ron was among several pupils whose success was
celebrated in a variety of ways. From 1925 one
pupil each year was awarded the Robinson Shield
for ‘constant effort’. Ron was the first recipieoft

this shield as recorded in the August 1925 issue of
the Parish Magazine: ‘We offer our thanks to

Mr E. Robinson of Weardale, for presenting a
shield in oxydised silver, mounted on oak,
surrounded by small silver shields to bear the
names of the winners. The shield is to be held for
one year, and is to be won by the scholar who
shows ‘constant effort’ in work through the year.
Mr Robinson also gives a watch, which is to be
kept by the winner. This year the fortunate scholar
is Ronald Hill.” Mr Robinson made the
presentation to Ron on 10 July 1925 in front of

the assembled school in the playground. The other
subsequent winners of the Robinson Shield were
Olive Robinson of Galley Hill and Jessie

Newborn of Eastfield Farm. Jessie is pictured on

the right in 1927 beside the Robinson Shield. Courtesy © Frank W. Newborn

Pupils, whose academic success at age eleven
(and sometimes at age ten or age twelve) won
them places at selective schools, were awarded
County Minor Scholarships. This achievement
was recorded on Honours Boards in the Senior
School. When this building was demolished in
the 1970s, Roy Taylor’s father saved the board,
shown to the left, from destruction. It contains
pupils’ names in gold paint on a black-painted
panel. Ron’s name features with the 1926 cohort
of scholarship winners. The first pupil named on
the Board, Zillah Burchby, won her Scholarship
in 1923 enabling her to attend Doncaster High
School. Earlier in 1923 she was crowned May
Queen at the Market Cross, an event postponed
from 1 May until 7 June owing to a combination
of unseasonable weather (wind, rain and even
snow) and illness. ThBoncaster Chroniclef

11 May 1923 noted ‘The school is closed for
one week on the advice of the Medical Officer,
Dr T. A. Caley “poor attendance has developed
into a slump” it will give the children with

colds, influenza etc., time to pull round.” The
coronation of the ‘long suffering’ May Queen
Zillah Burchby was finally arranged for 7 June,
the same day as the school sports.
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Ron was admitted to the Infants’ School in June 1928wanfonths after his fifth
birthday. Five was the usual age for starting schoobadth the Admissions Register
for 1920 shows some much younger children, from a littex age three, were able to
start school. There is no Log Book available for tifarnts School in the Doncaster
Archives, but the Log book for the Senior School givessctazes. During the 1920s
Standard 1, equivalent to the first year in Junior schad, taught in the Infants’
School. Ron was taught in much larger classes thée isdrm nowadays:

1923 1925
Standard 2  Miss Ellis 55 Miss Ellis 41
Standard 3  Miss Owen 53 Miss Fouéston 49
Standard 4  Mr Greenhough 53 Mr Greenhough 53
Standards 5-8 (boys) Mr Shaw 52 Mr Shaw 47
Standards 5-8 (girls) Miss Foulstone _ 34 Miss Winstanley _ 43
247 233

Regular checks were made to see that pupils were helathgxample, the school
nurse, Miss Ford, checked the heads of all the pupils ddo2&mber 1924. In
October 1925 the nurse found one girl's head was in a ‘wawstinous condition’
and recommended her exclusion. A dentist also visited, &sne 1925, spending up
to a day in school treating pupils. A doctor made periodécks on pupils and
responded swiftly to ward off problems. In February 1923 5@@ml were
vaccinated, as well as the Head, because there wilpexria the district, while on
30 April 1926 Dr Caley checked every pupil for scarlet fee#loding the tragic
death of a twelve-year old girl the previous day.

In spite of periodic health problems faced by pupils, &day 1923, and their
inevitable absence from school, Ron and his fellow pupilataiaed an excellent
record of attendance overall. In 1921 the 95% averagalatiea was believed to be
the best in the West Riding. In Ron'’s final year at 8@nior School, 1926, the
average attendance was the same high figure. Two things -hgatbld and parents
making good attendance a habit — were credited with this taghdard according to
the May 1926 issue of the Parish Magazine. Four yearsretmd Magazine named
the best attendensot absent for 4 yeatdorman Fullwood, Bessie Glasby, Leonard
Cooper;not absent for 3 year¥ack Hill, Frank Jenkinson, Willie Beet. During the
previous year 39 children were never absent.

Another factor also assured good attendance, the regsitarto the school of the
attendance officer who would follow up absences and rejpem to the Tickhill
District Education Sub-committee. Minutes of this coneeitshow that final
warnings were given to parents of absent pupils before @roses were instigated.
Rarely does the name of a Tickhill child appear in tmeiseites, in contrast to pupils
at Braithwell School.

Not only were Tickhill pupils regular attenders, they wals® well-behaved, if the
absence of comments about misbehaviour in the Log Baolguisde. A rare
comment in February 1923 described a fight between HardltHadia Medland in a
classroom when the Head was out of the room. Thedu®ived one stroke of the
cane on each hand and was ‘put over the desk’. The gijmes one smart and one
light stroke of the cane on each hand ‘preferring thisther punishment’.
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Selected Events in Tickhill’'s National School

The routine school year was interspersed with spegeits such as May Day,
Empire Day, the commemoration of men who gave thasslin the First World War,
and school concerts. Apart from the special circuncsmm May 1923, May Day, or
early in May, was the usual time for crowning the May uand holding maypole
dancing. Normal work was also suspended on Empire DayD®heaster Chronicle
on 1 June 1923 described how Tickhill National School markeglite Day:

‘Last Thursday was Empire Day, and was marked by spesisbhs in school
on the history, geography, and responsibilities of our EBnpit the close of
afternoon school patriotic songs were sung, an addness lgy the
Headmaster, and the Union Jack saluted, after whichaherl Anthem was
sung, and three cheers given by the children for King angirEnT he flag
floated from the staff on Castle Hill, and the baralypt in the street in the
evening.’

Remembering the local men who died in the First World,\Wapils took the short
walk to the churchyard. After attending the dedicationiokAill’'s War Memorial on
6 June 1920, school pupils gathered round the monument on Skindage 1922 at
2.30 and sang hymns in memory of the fallen. Pupils als¢ iwehe War Memorial
each Armistice Day. The Parish Magazine for Noveml82?2 explained that pupils
would gather at the Memorial at 10.50, sing hymns themlistéhe names of the
fallen being read out. The Church bell tolled 40 timestoespond with the number
of Tickhill men who gave their lives.

Shortly before Armistice Day 1922, a school concert fgake. A range of songs and
dances was combined with a sketch and musical play. Tibkewvent raised nearly
£20 divided between the school fund and the Waifs and Shiagisty. A detailed
account appeared in ti&hronicleof 10 November:

‘On Thursday and Friday evening the National Schools wergdad to hear
an entertainment given by the school children (mixed dejaaut). For weeks
previously the scholars had practised assiduously. A lartfermptawas
erected, with curtain and footlights complete. New idescent burners had
been fitted all over; it will be recalled that it waant of gas which squashed
the last concert projected by Mr Dixon, the retired dieaster. A staff of
willing helpers came to assist as stewards, dressersjnktors etc., and last,
but not least, the parents had spared no pains nor mengke their children
attractive to the eye, leaving the teachers to seé¢htbaar was not
disappointed either. When the curtains parted they hadnafe reward in the
pretty sight afforded by the girls dressed principally inteyHboys with bright
eager faces, and the air of alertness pervading allcdieert was a great
success, then, and great credit is due to Mr Shaw andaffishgt, by the by,
had completed his first year here on the Monday pregedin

Occasionally pupils had special treats such as the @édmageled out on Shrove
Tuesdays. One of the School Managers, Mrs Todd-Naylas,imstrumental in
making this gift throughout the 1920s. More unusual was thedagfaextra holidays,
as happened to mark the wedding of the Duke of York (G&arge VI) in 1923.
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Residential visits also began in the 1920s, such as dovisitndon by 52 pupils and
five teachers from 11-14 August 1924 to see the British EmpinébEon at
Wembley. To cater for this visit, the start of thesaterm was delayed from 11 to
18 August. It is likely that this visit was only for the algripils and did not include
Ron.

Sport certainly had a part in school life at Tickhilthaugh it did not necessarily
occur during the school day, more often left to aftéost; holiday times and
Saturdays. The first home matches in hockey and fodtuml place in November
1922 on the cricket field. Three years later the footlealin played its first match in
the Tickhill and District Schools Football League. Atragt from the Parish
Magazines gives a flavour of sporting activities.

On Saturday, the I"March [1923], the School Hockey Team went to Treeton
to play, and, we were sorry to say, lost 3-0. The matha good one and
everyone played in a sportsman-like manner, and | aeadlupresent enjoyed
it. Although the game was a splendid one, the teastitamore so, thanks to
the Treeton girls and their kind helpers. The FootbadihTalso visited
Treeton on the same afternoon, and were very happlyeaway, but when
they got there they were disappointed, for the footballigd was at a very
steep angle, and worse still the wind was blowing dowrilhalf time the
Treetonites were winning 2 goals to nil, and after anotlmeethuarters of an
hour the visitors were sent off the field beaten bypalgto 1. At half past four
the children of Treeton provided a tea for the vanqulistdeo took their defeat
in good spirits. By Two of the Players.

Tickhill National School Football Team 1923-24
Courtesy © Tricia Hill

Inter-school sports days started in 1922 during the Whitseakkbil he third Annual
Sports were held on Whit-Tuesday 1924. It was a fine day and 8066 people
enjoyed the programme of events. An addition to the uagakrwas an Inter-School
Competition in four events for a silver cup, presentechby3ports Committee.
Tickhill won after competing against schools from MaltBpssington, Bawtry,
Harworth and Wadworth. The sports day in 1926 was cancelteaccount of the
coal stoppage. Funds are low, and it was thought inadvid@blgear to risk a loss.’
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Although Ron was not aware of their visits, inspectadsviiit the Infant and Senior
Schools quite regularly. Sometimes an HMI callechat$enior School towards the
end of an afternoon to talk to the Head, but both HMI Rimcesan Inspectors (who
were responsible for inspecting religious education) savptipils at work. On

20 March 1922 the Managers’ meeting recorded that Mr JréWwBHMI visited the
Infant School on 26 January and reported that ‘the oudmokmethods mentioned in
the last report had continued’. The Managers expressmstastion with all the
teachers’ conduct, efficiency and progress. On 5 May 192&HHMvWhiteley and

Mr Taylor spent the morning inspecting composition, aritterend other subjects in
the Senior School. As a result of their comments 3bhool Log Book recorded that
the timetable was being reviewed to give more time taléumental subjects’ and a
reorganisation of the top classes considered to teachainolygirls together.

The Revd A Thomas carried out the Diocesan Inspectitiess Ron was at school. In
recording one of the Revd A Thomas’s visits to the Schiodline 1923, the
Doncaster Chronicldighlighted an answer to the question ‘Why would it not be
good for us if we had not to work so hard?’ as an illustnadf how naive answers by
the children could relieve a monotonous routine. Onel puypmphantly announced
‘We should get stiffl’ The Revd A Thomas'’s report ddammer Term 1926 visit was
published in the August issue of the Parish Magazine:

‘Infant Department

The children evinced gratifying interest in their work, and gagemuch satisfaction
by their knowledge of it. The second class answered &ty uncommonly well in
their New Testament Texts, a Psalm, and portionseoCiatechism had been
carefully committed to memory. It would be helpfukke children if further
explanations of the texts were made clear.

Mixed Department

The teachers again impressed me as being hard working raaedted he subjects of
the religious instruction had been carefully and ahighé, and the children had
acquired sound and progressive knowledge. The response wesdgand intelligent
that an ‘excellent’ mark was awarded in nearly all sttigjeThe higher standards are
finding their new syllabus rather difficult to remembaut their general knowledge is
widened thereby, and in time it may prove to be monefhiethan the diocesan
syllabus. What counts most is the spirit in whichitfeter is presented and the
impression which is made. | believe that the influethceughout the school is
thoroughly good and reverent.’

This Paper ends with an
illustration of one of Ron’s
own notebooks. It shows a
copy he made of an entry in
the School Log Book for
1921 and describes the
fascinating range of topics
older pupils learned about at
that time, from the Canadian
Pacific Railway to the R38
airship.
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Further reading

Beastall, T. W.Tickhill: Portrait of an English Country TowThe Waterdale Press,
1995.

Cornish, R., and Sheard, D. F., ‘Education’ in Beastallv., (ed)Collections for the
History of Tickhill 4, The University of Sheffield, 1980 (available for loan
from Tickhill Library).

Doncaster Chronicl€available on microfiche at Doncaster Local Studidsdriy).

Tickhill District Education Sub-committee Minutes 1904-1943dl&l|Doncaster
Archives Ref: SD/10/2).

Tickhill National School Admisssions Registers 1892-196%(AeDoncaster
Archives Ref: SR/105/A/2/1 and 2).

Tickhill National School Log Books 1910-1947 (held at DoncaAtehives
Ref: SR/105/A/1/2).

Tickhill National School Minutes of Managers’ Meetint804-38 (held at Doncaster
Archives Ref: P56/8/5).

Tickhill Parish Magazines for the 1920s and 1930s (held in itienill and District
Local History Society's Archive).

Websites

http://www.tickhillhistorysociety.org.uk
This website includes the full transcript of Ronald Hillhterview as well as other
people’s memories of schooldays in Tickhill and various sagkout education.

http://www.museums-sheffield.org.uk/coresite/burgreaval/rtdex.asp
A community heritage project ‘Burgreave Voices’ featuwaghis website with
memories of schooldays.

http://www.ohs.org.uk

The Oral History Society’s website includes abstrattsticles in its more recently
published journals along with details of membership of theeBoc
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